
Clinical signs6 

•   Small poorly  
formed lambs

•   Abortion 3 weeks 
prior to full-term

•   Placentitis 

Enzootic Abortion (EAE)
•   EAE is caused by the bacteria Chlamydophila abortus and is 

transmitted from sheep to sheep at lambing time. 

•   From data collected from the MSD Animal Health FlockCheck 
scheme in 2024, 26% of farms had sheep testing positive for 
exposure to C. abortus. 

•   Widespread economic losses can be associated with EAE4 so all 
flocks bringing in replacements should be vaccinating these for 
EAE and ideally source replacements from EAE accredited flocks5.

Toxoplasmosis
•   Toxoplasma gondii is a common parasite to 

which over 90% of sheep flocks in GB have been 
estimated to have been exposed1 with each of 
abortion caused by T. gondii estimated to cost 
the farmer £127.96/ewe2. 

•   Data collected from the MSD Animal Health 
FlockCheck scheme in 2024 showed 80%  
of farms had sheep which tested positive  
for T. gondii.

Clinical signs3 

•   No symptoms in non-pregnant ewes 

•   Effect in pregnant animals depends 
on the pregnancy stage 

•   1st trimester: foetal death, 
mummification and resorption 

•   Later stages: abortion, weak lambs, 
sub-clinically infected lambs, stillborn 
lambs (often with live littermates)

Vaccination window for abortion vaccines
This calendar will help plan an appropriate vaccination schedule

Sheep gestation 147 days (5 months – 5 days) 
  Vaccination should not be performed within 4 weeks of breeding if using Enzovax, or within 3 weeks of breeding if using Toxovax. 
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EWE SYNCHRONISATION CAN BE USED PRIOR TO THE BREEDING SEASON. UTILISE AS A GUIDE TO IDENTIFY EARLY LAMBERS.
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